
Kangley-Echo Lake Transmission Line Project

Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact Statement

Responsible Agency:  U.S. Department of Energy, Bonneville Power Administration (BPA)

Cooperating Agency:  U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service (USFS)

Title of Proposed Project:  Kangley-Echo Lake Transmission Line Project

State Involved:  Washington

Abstract:  BPA is proposing to build a new transmission line to accommodate increasing demand for electricity and address
reliability concerns in the Puget Sound area.  The Proposed Action would construct a new line that would connect to an existing
transmission line near the community of Kangley, and then connect with BPA’s existing Echo Lake Substation.  The major purpose
of this proposal is to improve system reliability in the King County area.  An outage on an existing line during times of heavy use,
such as during a winter cold snap, could cause voltage instability and a loss of power in the King County area.  System planners
have projected total system load using normal growth in demand and determined that system instability could develop as early as
the winter of 2002-03.

Besides meeting this need for system reliability, this project would enhance the United States’ delivery of power to Canada
as required under the Columbia River Treaty of 1961.

BPA described and analyzed transmission route alternatives in a draft environmental impact statement (DEIS) released in June
2001.  The DEIS identified a preferred alternative that would parallel an existing BPA transmission line through the Cedar River
Municipal Watershed.  BPA received over 700 comments from landowners, agencies, tribes and special interest groups on the
DEIS.  Many of the comments suggested BPA re-evaluate the range of alternatives considered and prepare a supplemental draft
environmental impact statement (SDEIS).

After reviewing the comments and refining the cost estimates associated with BPA’s preferred alternative, BPA decided to
prepare this SDEIS to re-evaluate alternatives not analyzed in detail in the DEIS.  The added transmission alternatives, all located
outside of the Cedar River Watershed, were initially considered but dropped from detailed analysis.  They are identified as
Alternatives A, B, C, and D.  Alternatives A and C are located to the west of the Cedar River Watershed boundary.  Alternatives B
and D cross the Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie and Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forests.  Under all transmission alternatives, Echo Lake
Substation would be expanded about three acres to the east and new equipment to accommodate the new line would be
installed.

BPA is also considering a Non-Transmission Alternative and the No Action Alternative.

For additional information, contact:
Gene Lynard (KEC-4), Project Environmental Lead Floyd Rogalski, Natural Resource Planner
Bonneville Power Administration Cle Elum Ranger District
P. O. Box 3621 803 W. 2nd Street

Portland, Oregon 97208 Cle Elum, WA 98922
Telephone: (503) 230-3790 Telephone: (509) 674-4411 ext 315
Email:  gplynard@bpa.gov Email:  frogalski@fs.fed.us

For more copies of this document, please call 1-800-622-4520 and ask for the document by name.  The SDEIS Summary is
also available on the Internet at:  www.efw.bpa.gov.

For additional information on DOE National Environmental Policy Act activities, please contact Carol Borgstrom, Director,
Office of NEPA Policy and Compliance, EH-42, U. S. Department of Energy, 1000 Independence Avenue S.W., Washington D.C.
20585, phone: 1-800-472-2756.


